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Sermon for Sunday before Lent. 
JoHn 14, 30b. 


We are again upon the threshold of Lent. The season of Lent 
has not been appointed by God, but has been chosen by the Christians 
that at this time, even more than at other times, they might con- 
template and consider that greatest of all histories, that most im- 
portant of all histories, the history of our Savior’s Passion. 

‘The Bride of Christ everywhere is now preparing to hear again 
and to think again upon that wonderful story, — how the heavenly 
Bridegroom came into the enemy’s camp, fought for His beloved, 
delivered her, and won her, “not with gold or silver, but with His 
precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death.” 

And as we Christians approach this holy and wonderful story, 
we pray: — 

Jesus, I will ponder now 

On Thy holy Passion; 

With Thy Spirit me endow 

For such meditation. 

Grant that I in love and faith 
May the image cherish 

Of Thy suffering, pain, and death, 
That I may not perish. 

Jesus has anticipated this prayer by speaking words of instruction 
_ and comfort to His disciples as they were drawing near to that first 
Good Friday. These words of His have been recorded that they 
may also serve to prepare us for a worthy and profitable meditation 
upon the Passion History. From this preparatory discourse of our 
Savior I have chosen the words of our text upon which I now wish 
to speak to you, praying God that through them we may be inspired 
with a holy desire to spend this Lent again with our suffering and 
battling Savior. May these words create within us a blessed hunger 
and thirst for those blessings of instruction, correction, and guidance 
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which flow in such rich measure from the holy narrative of His 
passion! 

In these words of our text, the Savior paints His suffering and 
crucifixion as a battle between Himself and the prince of this world. 
That, therefore, is now also our theme: — 


THE PASSION OF CHRIST —A BATTLE BETWEEN JESUS 
AND THE DEVIL. 


I call your attention 


1. To the assault of the devil; 
2. To the victory of our Savior. 


1; 


“The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in Me,” 
says Jesus. When our Savior spoke these words, He was still in 
that upper room where He had celebrated the Passover for the last 
time and where He had instituted the Sacrament of the Altar. “The 
supper being ended,” Jesus spoke to His disciples in many words, 
and-as He drew near to the close of His discourse, He finally said 
unto them : — : 

“Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this 
world cometh, and hath nothing in Me. But that the world may 
know that I love the Father; and as the Father gave Me command- 
ment, even so I do. Arise, let us go hence.” 3 

It is as if Jesus would tell His disciples: “The time for My 
great conflict is at hand. The devil is even now waiting at the door. 
I must go and meet him. I must take up that bitter combat and 
thus demonstrate to all the world My love and My obedience to My 
Father.” Thus He pietures His approaching suffering and death as 
a battle between Himself and Satan. 

Later on, in the Garden of Gethsemane, when His foes laid hands 
upon Him and bound Him, He said: “This is your hour and the 
power of darkness” (Luke 22, 53), as if He would say: “I might easily 
escape from all this suffering; My heavenly Father could give Me 
ten legions of angels, but, according to the Father’s will and My own 
purpose, this is the hour in which the prince of this world is to do 
his utmost against Me.” 

It is therefore a mistake to look upon the suffering of the Lord 
Jesus as merely and simply a natural result of His opposition to the 
Pharisees and of their consequent hatred and animosity towards Him. 
We must look deeper into this story of our Savior’s conflict. We must 
look with spiritual eyes to see spiritual powers at work. Jesus in His 
suffering was not fighting with flesh and blood, but with the “power 
of darkness,” “the prince of this world”; He was fighting against 
“principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” The general 
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who had planned the attack and led the opposing forces against our 
blessed Lord in His suffering and death was no Pharisee, no scribe, 
no high priest, no Roman governor, —it was that evil spirit, that 
great angel which kept not his first estate in heaven. It was that 
- great Dragon who had been cast out, and who had been followed by 
legions of other angels, who together with him “left their own habita- 
tions.” He, together with his dark cohorts of evil and together with 
his mighty instruments of power here upon, this earth, aye, with the 
very gates of hell, led the assault upon our blessed Savior. 

It was the devil who inspired the hatred, the spirit of blood- 
thirsty persecution, the treachery, and the deceit which animated the 
human foes of our’ blessed Lord. Jesus knew that. He recognized 
the source of that fierce opposition which He experienced from the 
Pharisees, priests, and elders of the Jews. At a former time, when 
these same men sought to kill Him, Jesus told them the origin of 
their bitter hatred, of their murderous intent, and of all the lies and 
deceit by which they persecuted Him; He told them: “Ye do the 
deeds of your father,” and, “Ye are of your father, the devil, and the 
lusts of your father will ye do.” (John 8, 40—44.) 

And, tell me, — the cunning deceit by which these leaders of the 
Jews accused Jesus of the very crimes of which they knew themselves 
guilty and Him innocent, — the hypocritical show of zeal for God’s 
holiness by which they disguised their cruelty and treachery, — the 
persistent and desperate determination which held them to their re- 
volting purpose, which hardened them when they saw Jesus lacerated, 
erowned with thorns, sinking beneath the cross, which moved them 
not to desist from this poor, dying Man until they had Him upon 
the cross, —that inhuman, abandoned, shameless wickedness which 
moved them to mock the dying Man and to jeer at one who was crying . 
out with bodily pain and soul agony — tell me, whence could all that 
have originated but from the very depths of hell itself? Who could 
have inspired all this venom, this hardness of heart, this unquenchable 
fire of bitterness, but Satan himself?! Indeed, these Pharisees and 
leaders of the Jews, these high priests and scribes, were but the 
minions of the devil. He, the prince of this world, was driving them 
against Jesus. 

That the devil was leading this assault upon the Lord Jesus is 
apparent also from all that we read about that traitor, Judas Iscariot. 
It wasn’t merely the love of the thirty pieces of silver which moved 
that poor wretch to betray his best Friend and Savior. We are 
expressly told by God Himself that “Satan entered into Judas.” 
(John 13,27.) Just as the devil had made the forbidden tree look 
“so pleasant to the eyes and a tree to be desired to make one wise,” 
just so the devil made those thirty pieces of silver look so pleasant 
to Judas, that Iscariot finally became entirely infatuated. His soul 
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and senses were carried away until those paltry little thirty pieces 
of silver seemed greater to him than God Himself. Just as the 
Pharisees and priests were driven by the devil, so that prince of 
darkness had entered into Judas and was using that traitor for his 
own vicious and bloody purposes. Judas here worked for the devil. 
Judas’ betrayal and kiss were planned and executed under the general- 
ship of Satan himself. 

Aye, Satan had even aspired to have the other disciples, especially 
Simon Peter, enter his service against the Lord Jesus. Did not 
Jesus say to Peter: “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to - 

“have you, that he may sift you as wheat”? (Luke 22,31.) And as 
sure as all sin is of the devil, because “the devil sinneth from the 
beginning (1 John 3, 8), just so sure it is that the indifference of the 
other disciples, their cowardly flight, and Peter’s fall into the shame- 
ful denial of his gracious Lord and his profanities and blasphemies 
were one and all the devil’s work. Had not the devil once before 
this used Simon Peter in order to discourage the Lord Jesus and to 
drive Him from His purpose? When at one time Jesus had spoken 
of His coming suffering and death, when He spoke of this very con- 
flict, this fierce and bloody battle through which He must pass to 
victory, Peter had endeavored to dissuade Him and had said to Jesus: 
“Be it far from Thee, Lord, this shall not be unto Thee.” Jesus had 
even at that time recognized immediately that these words were in- 
spired by the devil himself. It was not so much Peter who spoke 
these words, but the devil who spoke through him, and therefore 
also Jesus “turned and said unto Peter, Get thee behind Me, Satan, 
thou art an offense unto Me.” (Matt. 16,23.) From all this we see 
how true to fact is that picture which Jesus paints for us of His 
suffering and death in the words of our text when He presents it as 
a battle between Himself and the devil, saying: “The prince of this 
world cometh.” When the chief priests planned, when they hired 
perjurers, when they struck their bargain with that traitor Judas, 
it was the devil who inspired them and led them as their general. 
It was the devil who sought to sift Peter as wheat and laid his snares 
for him. Through them all the prince of this world came upon the 
Lord Jesus with all his powers of darkness, aye, with the very gates 
of hell. | 

But there can be no question about this, that Satan himself 
also, independent of human instruments, assaulted our Savior. When 
Jesus was there alone in the darkness of Gethsemane, when He was 
tried to the utmost, when His sweat became, as it were, drops of blood, | 
when He fell to the ground, when He cried out to God: “Father,-: 
if it be possible, take this cup from Me,” — who was there torturing 
the soul of this Holy One? It was the devil himself and his evil 
spirits. The devil tried to break down Jesus’ self-sacrificing love to 
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man and His pure, obedient love to His heavenly Father. The devil 
tried to have Jesus fail in doing what He intended to do, and of 
which He spoke in connection with our text: “That the world may 
know that I love the Father, and as the Father gave Me command- 
ment, even so I do.” (John 14, 31.) | 

Oh, what pictures the devil must have painted to the mind of 
Jesus, of the ingratitude of the Jews, of the stubbornness of Jeru- 
salem, of the bitter animosity of the priests and Pharisees, of the 
weakness of His disciples, of the treachery of Judas, of His own 
loneliness, of the cruelty of His foe, of the fearful suffering that was 
to be endured, of the contemptible scoundrels who were to spit in 
His face, of the mockery, contempt, and contumely which was to be 
heaped upon Him even in the moment of His most noble sacrifice, 
of the proud disdain and contempt with which He was to be treated 
by those low and filthy dogs, Pilate and Herod! 

Indeed, human speech is insufficient to describe these powerful 
assaults upon the soul of our Savior by the very gates of hell. In 
truth, Jesus was not fighting against flesh and blood! If ever Satan 
had marshaled all his forces and was straining every sinew to do 
his utmost, it was in this battle of which we are now speaking, in 
which the prince of this world came upon our Savior. Jesus met 
and fought that foe of whom Luther wrote: — 

The old Evil Foe 

Now means deadly woe, 
Deep gwile and great might 
Are his dread arms in fight, 
On earth is not his equal. 

Be sure, it was no sham battle which our blessed Lord fought 
for us. The serpent of hell had twisted its coils about Him and 
opened its mouth wide to devour Him. The conflict raged until the 
Strongest of the strong fell to the ground, and His sweat became 
as drops of blood. The combat grew in intensity till our heavenly 
Bridegroom and Champion cried out: “Trouble is near; for there 
is none to help. Many bulls have compassed Me; strong bulls of 
Bashan have beset Me round. They gaped upon Me with their 
mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion.- I am poured out like 
water, and all My bones are out of joint; My heart is like wax; 
it is melted in the midst of My bowels. My strength is dried up 
like a potsherd; and My tongue cleaveth to My jaws; and Thou 
hast brought Me into the dust of death. For dogs have compassed 
Me; the assembly of the wicked have inclosed Me: they pierced My 
hands and My feet.” — 

Oh, my dear Christians, ye have been bought with a price! 
And ye have well done to have set aside a time in which to visit 
again:in the spirit that awful battlefield, and to hear and think 
again upon that holy story of how our Savior fought for us, how 
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He suffered for us, how He died for us, how He purchased us “not 
with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His 
innocent suffering and death.” Let us keep in mind that this same 
evil foe attacks us also. Oh, let us therefore all gather at these 
Lenten services, let no one be absent, and, as we gather, let us 


pray fervently : — 
Jesus, I will ponder now, etc. 


2. 


Yes, the battle was fierce and bloody. But, praise be to God, 
our Champion, though pressed to the utmost extremity, came forth 
entirely and completely victorious. It is true, the serpent had bruised 
His heel, but after all, the Seed of the Woman crushed the serpent’s 
head. In our text Jesus calls attention to this fact also. “The prince 
of this world cometh, and — hath nothing in Me!” 

The devil had nothing in Jesus at the beginning of the conflict, 
the devil had nothing in Jesus during the battle, and the devil has 
nothing in Jesus after the action. From it all Jesus came forth 
victorious — entirely and completely victorious. 

At the very beginning of this battle the devil had nothing in 
Jesus. Jesus is that one and only Man who is without that taint 
of Satan, sin. When Satan comes upon other men, he has at the 
very outset one great advantage, he can point to the sin that is in 
them, which marks his influence upon them, and, in so far, makes 
them his subjects, his own. He can say to them: “You are a sinner, 
and by this very sin you show that you belong to me, for I am the 
father of sin. Is it not true: ‘He that committeth sin is of the 
devil, for the devil sinneth from the beginning’?” (1 John 8,8.) But 
he could not speak thus to Jesus, for Jesus was without sin. He was 
“that Holy Thing,” “conceived by the Holy Ghost and born of the 
Virgin Mary”; He was that “only-begotten Son of God,” so well- 
pleasing to His heavenly Father because He was perfectly “holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners.” Jesus could not only 
challenge the world, He could challenge the very devils of hell, saying 
to them: “Which of you convinceth Me of sin?’ Aye, the Father 
in heaven found absolutely nothing of unrighteousness in Him. Had 
not the devil even before this assaulted Him with temptations? There 
in the wilderness, when he tried to break down the confidence of the 
Lord in His heavenly Father, when he sought to instil into Him 
superstition and fanaticism, when he attempted to poison Him with 
the love of this world! But was he not foiled in all these endeavors? 
Was he not forced to leave Jesus holy and perfect, surrounded by 
His holy angels? Was not the devil forced later on to call Jesus: 
“Thou Son of the most high God”? (Mark 5,7.) Of all men Jesus 
alone could therefore say — but Jesus could say it in utmost truth — 
“The prince of this world hath nothing in Me.” 
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And what was true at the very beginning of the conflict, that 
remained true while the battle raged. In spite of all the fierce 
assaults of Satan upon our blessed Lord, our Savior remained pure 
and holy. There was nothing in Jesus which echoed to the devil’s 
call. There was nothing in Jesus which responded to Satan’s appeal. 
All the fiery darts ‚of the Wicked One were quenched when they 
_ struck our Lord and Master. There was in Him no inflammable 
material. Satan’s assault brought suffering, intense suffering, to our 
Lord, but he had nothing in Jesus. It all awakened no sin in that 
Holy One, no evil lust, no guile, no seed of disobedience. All, all 
in Jesus was and remained holiness, purity, righteousness. However 
close He came to the filth of sin in this unclean world, none of it 
besmirched Him. The gates of hell might blaze as they would, Jesus 
did not burn, He did not take fire. He suffered, but He remained 
holy. In the Garden of Gethsemane, in the palace of the high priest, 
in the court of Pilate, before the throne of Herod, — lied about as 
He was, denounced, assaulted from every side, tortured in body and 
soul, ridiculed and mocked, aye, upon the very cross itself forsaken 
of God, in the midst of hell itself, Jesus remained holy, pure, perfectly 
righteous. Never was there a man before or after who endured the . 
assaults of the devil perfectly sinless. Even that patient, upright, 
and God-fearing man, Job, took fire when the fiery darts of the devil 
were hurled against him. What need is there to speak of the many 
other saints of God whom Satan succeeded in misleading into sin? 
There is only One who was never soiled by Satan, who remained 
sinless, holy, and undefiled. It is Jesus, our Savior, our Champion. 
In all the conflict “the prince of this world had nothing in Him.” 

And therefore also, after the whole battle is over, Satan has 
nothing in the Lord Jesus. Jesus came forth from every trial, from 
every battle, from every onslaught, perfectly and completely victorious. 

We know why He entered this conflict with the devil. It was 
not to gain glory for Himself or to gain His own freedom, — He 
had all this. It was to save those from the devil’s power who were 
in the devil’s power. It was to save those in whom the devil had 
something, — the sinners who had given way to that father of lies 
and had thus been entrapped into his empire. Jesus went into 
suffering and death in order that He might “deliver them who through 
fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.” For the 
sake of these miserable wretches Jesus partook of flesh and blood 
“so that through death He might destroy him that had the power of 
death, that is, the devil.” (Heb. 2,14.) For these Jesus offered a 
perfect and holy sacrifice to God by offering‘ Himself on the altar 
of the cross. For these He vanquished the tyrant that held them 
in bondage. For these He gained His victory. His victory, therefore, 
is our victory, and since Jesus now can say after the battle: “The 
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prince of this world hath nothing in Me,” it means to us, the prince 
of this world has nothing in us— nothing in us who believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. We are free from the devil’s power. When Jesus 
came forth from this strife, He was satisfied, because He had “borne 
our iniquities, and with His stripes we are now healed.” The Righteous 
Servant had justified many, for He bore their iniquities. He had 
been wounded for their transgressions, and He came forth entirely 
victorious, with a victory for them — for us. 

And now, my dear Christians, the glorious spoils of this vietory 
of our Champion are again to be bestowed upon us during this Lenten 
season by the sermons and meditations upon the Passion of our 
blessed Savior. As we hear of His battle and of His victory, the 
fruits of His battle are again to be given to us. And thus by the 
faith which we receive from the Crucified One, we are to be made 
more and more the world conquerors that Jesus intends us to be. 
By what we hear, consider, say, and sing in these coming Lenten 
services, we are to be given victory upon victory, until we, together 
with the glorious Captain of our salvation, shall be enthroned with 
Him upon those thrones that He gained for us. There we shall reign 
with Him in those kingdoms which He has won for us. There we 
shall be witnesses of His glory, and of the utter defeat of all His 
foes, and we shall reign with Him forever and ever. 

Oh, that all might know what blessings God has prepared and 
has in store for us, what blessings He intends to bestow upon us in 
these coming Lenten services through the consideration of the battles 
which Jesus fought with the devil. Let each of us begin this Lenten 
season with the prayer that God may bless us through the Passion 
History. Our prayer shall be: — 


Jesus, grant that balm and healing 
In Thy holy wounds I find, 

Every hour that I am feeling 
Pains of body and of mind; 

And when I this world must leave, 
Grant that, Lord, to Thee I cleave, 
In Thy wounds find consolation, 
And obtain my soul’s salvation. 


Martin S. Sommer. 


Predigt bei Einführung eines Lehrers. 
Rey as, A118, 

, Gelobet fet Gott und der Vater unfers HErrn FCju CHrijtt, der 
ung gefegnet hat mit allerlei geiftlidem Segen in Himmlifchen Gütern 
duch CHhrijtum.” Diefer Lobprets Gottes, mit dem der Apoftel Paulus 
feinen Brief an die Ephefer beginnt, jollte billig einen lauten Widerhall 
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finden in dem Herzen eines jeden Gliedes einer evangelifch-Tutherifchen 
Gemeinde. Unfere hutheriiche Kirche rühmt mit Recht, dah in ihr Gottes 
Wort lauter und rein verfündigt und fein Stüc der hriftlichen Lehre 
anders gelehrt wird, als das Wort Gottes Ichrt. Viele haben im Lauf 
der geit unferer Kirche diefen Ruhm nehmen wollen, aber fie haben e3 
nicht tun fonnen. &3 ijt bis heute ein wahres Wort geblieben und wird 
es in alle aufünftigen Zeiten bleiben: „Gottes Wort und Luthers Lehr’ 
vergehet nun und nimmmermehr.“ Gott hat uns in unferer Yutherifchen 
Kirche gejegnet mit allerlei geiftlidem Segen in himmlifchen Gütern, 
darum jprecden wir: Gelobet fet Gott und der Vater unfers HErrn 
DEfu Chrifti. Auch ihr, ihr teuren Glieder der hiefigen Gemeinde, gez 
nießt Diefe große Gnade unfers Gottes. Das Wort, das auch von diefer 
Kanzel allfonntäglich gepredigt wird, ijt nicht Menjchenmwort, fondern 
Gottes Wort. Weil ihr davon göttlich gewiß feid und wikt, daß diefes 
Wort eure Seelen jelig machen fann, wollt ihr e3 auch euren Kindern 
beivahren, damit auch fie mit euch |prechen lernen: ,,Gelobet fei Gott und 
der Vater” ujiv. Zu diefem Endaiwec habt ihr eine chrijftlicje Gemeinde- 
ichule gegründet und fcheut feine Mühe und Opfer, diefelbe immer mehr 
gu heben und auszubreiten. Gott hat euer Bemühen mit Erfolg ge= 
front und eg euch gelingen laffen, einen unferer diesjährigen Lehramts- 
fandidaten zu befommen. Mit Lob und Preis für folde Gnadenz 
erivetjung unjers Gottes foll derfelbe heute in fein Amt eingeführt 
werden. Biele Gemeinden in unferer Synode, die dasfelbe Biel an- 
itrebten, haben dasjelbe diefes Sabhr nicht erreicht. AS wir anfangs Sunt 
in St. Louis zufammenfamen, um den jungen Leuten, die Diejes Jahr 
ihr Studium vollendet hatten, ihr Arbeitsfeld anzumeijen, ivaren 109 
Lehrerberufe eingelaufen, und nur 55 Kandidaten ftanden ung zur 
Verfiigung. 54 Gemeinden mußten wir fagen: Wir fonnen euer Bitt- 
gejuch um einen Lehrer nicht gewähren; es fehlen uns die nötigen 
Manner. Mit um jo größerem Danf follte dies alle diejenigen Gez 
meinden erfüllen, deren Bitte gewährt werden fonnte. Darum freut 
euch und lobt und danft Gott, daß eure Schule verforgt werden fonnte. 
Der Mangel an Lehrern ijt ja fehr zu beflagen, und doch fünnen mir 
auch darin ein erfreuliches Zeugnis erbliden. ES gibt auch in unferer 
Synode Leute, die, wenn fie an die Zufunft unfers Gemeindejchuliwefens 
denfen, fleinmiitig und mit Sorge erfüllt werden, ja, die wohl behaupten, 
unfere Gemeindefhulen würden fich in diefem Lande nicht auf die Dauer 
halten fonnen. Befonders regten fich folche Gedanfen in den lebten 
Sabren, in denen unfere Schulen vielfach angefeindet und bedroht tworz 
den find. Mber, Gott Lob! es steht in Wirflichfeit fo: CS fehlt uns 
nicht fowohl an Schulen, eS fehlt aber an Lehrern, die das bon den Gez 
meinden hochgeachtete Werf hinausführen. Auch in bezug auf die 
Schulen gilt das Wort: „Die Ernte ift groß, aber wenig find der 
Arbeiter. Bittet den HEren der Ernte, daß er Arbeiter in jeine Ernte 
fende.“ 
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Aber ijt Denn das Amt eines lutherifgen Gemeindefdhullehrers 
wirklich fo itberaus wichtig und notwendig? Der Beantwortung diefer 
erage laßt uns ein wenig länger nachdenfen. 


Das fegensreidhe Amt eines Intherifhen Gemeindejchullehrers. 


1. &3 gründet fi auf Gottes Befehl. 
2. &3 bringt reihen Gegen in Zeit und Emigfeit. 


1. 


Die verlefenen Tertiworte aus dem Propheten Yejaias verfeßen 
- uns in eine überaus traurige Zeit in der Gefchichte de3 alttejtament= 
lichen Volfes Gottes. Israel hatte feinen Gott verlaffen, und darum 
hatte Gott das Volk in die Hände feiner Feinde fallen laffen. Ihr Land 
twurde erobert, Serufalem zerftört und das ganze Volk in die Gefangenz 
{haft nach Babylon geführt. Da faßen jie nun in großem Elend, feufgten 
und beteten: Ach, daß die Hilfe aus Zion über Israel fame und der 
Herr fein gefangen Volf erlöjetel So würde Jafob fröhlich jein und 
Israel fich freuen. Der HErr erbarmte fich feines Volfe3 und erhörte 
ihr Schteien. Er jandte ihnen feinen Bropheten und gab ihnen die Ver- 
heifung, daß er fie wieder in ihr Vaterland zurüdführen wolle. Cr liek 
ihnen unter anderm in unferm Text fagen: &3 fpricht der HErr, der 
allmachtige Gott, der fich bei feinem Volf Israel offenbaret hat als der 
heilige und wahrhaftige Gott, als der Meijter, der die Mtenfden gemacht 
hat, wie ein Topfermeijter allerlei Gefäße aus Ton hervorbringt: Bh 
habe die Erde gemacht und die Menjchen darauf gefchaffen, ich bin eg, 
de3 Hände den Himmel ausgebreitet haben, und habe all feinem Heer 
geboten (8.12). Cr gibt ihnen die Berheißung: Bch habe ihn, näme 
ih den Helfer und Erretter, erwedt in Geredtigfeit und alle feine 
Wege ufiv. (B.13.) Darum follen fie feine Kinder und das Werk feiner 
Hände zu ihm weifen, daß fie ihm vertrauen und getroften Herzens auf 
die Stunde ihrer Erlöfung warten. C8 ijt dies zugleich eine Weis- 
fagung auf Chrijtum und das Werf, zu deffen Erfüllung er im Fleifch 
erfcheinen würde. Das ganze menjchliche Gejchlecht hatte fich von Gott 
abgetvandt und war in die Gefangenjdhaft des höllifhen Fürften geraten. 
Gott erbarmte fich ihrer und verhieß ihnen einen Erretter, der fie erz 
löfen, erwerben und gewinnen follte von allen ihren Sünden, bom Tode 
und bon der Gewalt des Teufels. In der Fülle der Beit erfcehten der 
Heilige in Bsrael und der Meijter, der Himmel und Erde gemacht hat, 
der eingeborne Sohn Gottes ward ein Menfch, um der höllifhen Schlange 
den Kopf zu zertreten. Nicht um Gold noch um Gefchenfe, wie es im 
Text heißt, nicht mit Gold oder Silber, jondern mit feinem heiligen, 
teuren Blut und mit jenem unjduldigen Leiden und Sterben hat er 
das Erlofungsiverf vollbracht. Als er im Begriff jtand, in feine Herr- 
lichfeit zurücgufehren, aufzufahren gen Himmel, gab er feinen Dienern 
den Befehl: Weifet meine Kinder und das Werk meiner Hände zu mir! 
Gehet hin in alle Welt und prediget das Evangelium aller Kreatur! 
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Das ijt der Befehl, den JEfjus Chrijtus feiner Kirche für die ganze Beit 
des Neuen Tejtaments gegeben hat. Diefem Befehl des Heilandes nach- 
gufommen, errichten wir Kirchen und Schulen, dazu braucht die chriftliche 
Gemeinde Pajtoren und Lehrer. Wir wollen dem Befehl des Heilandes 
nachfommen: Weifet meine Kinder und das Werf meiner Hände zu mir! 
Auch das Amt eines futherifehen Gemeindefchullehrers gründet fich auf 
diefen Befehl IEfu Chrifti. Unfere Kinder find ein Werk der Hände 
unjers Gottes. Er hat fie erfchaffen, ihnen Leib und Seele, Augen, 
Obren und alle Glieder, Vernunft und alle Sinne gegeben; er hat fie 
mit feinem heiligen teuren Blut dem Teufel, dem fie wegen der Erbfünde 
bon Natur angehörten, abgefauft zu feinem Cigentum; mir haben fie 
ihm in der heiligen Taufe in feine Gnadenarme gelegt; unfere Kinder 
jind Gottes Kinder geworden. Aber es ift noch nicht erfehienen, was fie 
fein werden. Gie jind noch in diefer Welt, dem Gebiet de3 Fiirften der 
Finiternis, und würden unfehlbar twieder in feine Gewalt zurüdfallen, 
wenn fie jich felbjt überlafjen blieben. Darum befiehlt ihr Erretter und 
Eigentümer: Weifet meine Kinder, das Werf meiner Hände, zu mir! 
Lehrt fie nich, ihren Heiland, fennen und lieben; zieht fie auf im der 
Zudt und Vermahnung zum HErrn! Das ift gundch{t den Eltern ges 
boten, denen Gott Kinder anvertraut hat. Von den Eltern wird Gott 
darum auch zunächit Nechenfchaft fordern. Aber bliden wir einmal um 
uns und bejehen wir, ivie die Verhältniffe liegen. Wo find in unfern 
Tagen die Eltern, die Zeit und Gelegenheit dazu haben, ihre Kinder in 
den Lehren der Heiligen Schrift unterweifen zu fonnen? Vielen fehlt 
eS felbjt an der nötigen Erfenntni3, andern an der nötigen Lehrgabe, 
allen an der dazu nötigen Beit. Da jagt man: Dazu haben wir unfern 
Pajtor, damit derfelde im Konfirmandenunterricht die Kinder den Weg 
zur Geligfeit lehre. Das ijt ja gewiß auch ein wichtiger Unterricht, und 
ein treuer Pastor gibt jich alle Mühe, die Hauptjtüce der chrijtlichen 
Lehre nad Anleitung des Katechismus feine Konfirmanden zu lehren. 
Aber felbjt wenn jech3 Monate hindurch jeden Tag eine Stunde Kon= 
firmandenunterricht erteilt wird, fo wird Dadurch eine gründliche Unter 
meifung zur Seligfeit nicht erreicht, fondern nur das Notdürftigite ge= 
lehrt, und die Erfahrung lehrt, daß Kinder das, was fie fehnell und 
oberflächlich Ternen, in gar furzer Zeit wieder bergefjen. Unfer Hei- 
land gebietet mehr, wenn er jagt: Weifet meine Kinder, das Werf 
meiner Hände, zu mir; ziehet eure Kinder auf in der Bucht und Ver- 
mahnung zum Hren!l Das erfennen auch viele Eltern und Sprechen: 
Wir tun auch mehr an unfern Kindern, wir fenden fie in die Chrijtenz 
fehre oder in die Sonntagsjchule, damit fie bon Kind auf in der Heiligen 
Schrift unteriviefen werden zur Seligfeit. Das ijt auch gewiß recht und 
fobenSivert, aber ift das wirklich genügend zur hriftlichen Erziehung der 
Kinder? Lak dir ein Gleichnis jagen. Was twitrdeft du bon einem 
Landmann denfen, der einen Tag in der Woche hinausginge auf fein 
Land und guten Samen fäen würde, die übrigen Tage der Woche aber 
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würde er ruhig gufehen. wie fein Feind und Widerfader jeden Tag 
Unfrautfamen auf feinen Acer ausftreut? Geradefo ift e3 in der Er- 
atehung der Kinder. Win Sonntag wird während einer Stunde der gute 
Same des göttliden Worts in die Herzen der Kinder gefat, den ganzen 
übrigen Teil der Woche hören die Kinder nichts von Gottes Wort, werden 
nur in irdifchen Dingen unteriviefen und verfehren vielfach mit Kindern, 
die wenig oder nichts bon Gottes Wort wiffen. Wie fünnen ir da erz 
warten, daß der fo fparlid) ausgeftreute Same des Wortes Gottes unter 
all Dem Unfrautfamen madfen und Hundertfältige Frucht bringen fann? 
Der gute Same wird gar bald erjtiden, und das Ausfäen desfelben mar 
umfonft. Nur wenn Gott befondere Gnade ermweift (und das tut Gott 
zuieilen nach feiner unausfpredliden Barmherzigkeit), wird ein fo er- 
zogenes Kind ein Glied des Gnadenreidhs IEju Chrifti bleiben. Wenn 
Gott folden Kindern in ihrem fpäteren Leben nicht fonderlich nachgeht 
und ihnen jein Wort nahe bringt, wird die Frucht des ewigen Lebens 
ausbleiben. Nein, meine Lieben, wollen wir dem Befehl Gottes gemap. 
unfere Kinder zum HErrn weifen, deffen Hände Werf fie find, und fie 
‚erziehen in der Zucht und Vermahnung zum HErrn, jo ijt die chrijtlide 
Gemeindefdule der beite und unter den hHiefigen BVerhaltnijjen der 
alleinige Ort, wo es recht gefchehen fann. Da werden unfere Kinder 
nicht bloß in der Religionsjtunde, fondern im ganzen Unterricht Hriftlich 
erzogen. Gie lernen den Katechismus mit feinen Hauptitücden und 
Sprüchen, lernen die Biblifde Gefdidte. Dies wird immer wieder mit 
ihnen wiederholt, damit e3 fih dem Gedächtnis fejt einpragt. Die 
Bücher, aus welchen fie lefen, fowohl die deutjchen wie Die englischen, 
lenfen ihre Herzen und Gedanfen auf Gott, fein Wort und fein Werf. 
Sn der Sprachlehre werden foldhe Sabe aufgenommen, die eine Lehre 
der Heiligen Schrift Iehren; die Lieder, die fie fingen, find geiftlichen 
Inhalts. Veden Morgen beginnen fie mit Gefang und Gebet, betend 
berlafjen fie Die Schule. Fallen fie in Sünde, jo werden fie darüber aus 
Gottes Wort bejtraft und belehrt; find fie traurig, fo werden fie aus 
Gottes Wort getrojtet. Kurz, der ganze Unterricht ijt ein fortwährendes 
Hinweifen auf Gott, ein Erziehen in der Zucht und Vermahnung zum 
Herrn, zur Seligfeit. Cine hutherifche Gemeindefdule ijt daher, nächit 
der häuslichen Erziehung von feiten der Eltern, das beite uns gebotene 
Mittel, dem Befehl unfers Gottes nahgufommen: Weifet meine Kinder 
und das Werf meiner Hände zu mir! Das Amt eines Lehrers an einer 
rijtliden Gemeindejchule ift daher ein überaus wichtiges Amt. Luther 
jagt einmal: „Wenn ich bom Predigtamt und andern Gachen ablafien 
fönnte, fo mollte ich fein Amt lieber haben, denn Schulmeifter fein. 
Denn ich weiß, daß dies Werk, nachit dem Predigtamt, das allerniiblichfte, 
größte und befte ijt, und weiß dazu noch nicht, welches unter beiden 
das beite ijt.“ 

Darum, meine Lieben, wenn ihr an eure Gemeindefdule denkt, fo 
Iprecht mit dem WApojtel: ,,Gclobet fet Gott und der Vater unfers Hören 
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efu CHhrijti, der uns gefegnet hat mit allerlei geiftlidem Segen in 
bimmlifden Gütern durch Chriftum!” Und du, mein fieber Sohn, freue 
Dich und danfe Gott, daß er dich durch diefe Gemeinde berufen hat, in 
ihrer Mitte zu tun, was Gott befohlen hat: Weifet meine Kinder und 
das Werf meiner Hände zu mir! Das Amt, das dir befohlen ijt, ijt ein 
jegensreihes Amt. ES bringt Segen in Zeit und Cwigfeit. Darauf 
laßt uns zweitens etwas näher eingehen. 


oe 


Sn dem Auftrag, den Gott durch die Gemeinde dem Lehrer ihrer 
Schule gibt: Weifet meine Kinder zu mir, ijt zugleich auch der reiche 
Segen ausgejproden, den die Ausführung Ddiefes Auftrages für Beit 
und Emigfeit bringt. Cr foll die Kinder, die ihm anvertraut find, zu 
ihrem Gott und Heiland meifen, ihnen zeigen, twie fie mit ihrem Gott 
berjöhnt und vereinigt werden, wie fie Gottes Kinder und Erben der 
eiwigen Seligfeit fein und bleiben fonnen. Wer aber ift reicher gefeqnet 
als der Menfch, der bei Gott ijt, in feinem Neich unter feiner gnädigen 
Führung feinen Lebensweg wandelt, mit der gewijjen Hoffnung, daß er 
eivig bei Gott fein werde im Reich der Ehren und Herrlichkeit? Unfere 
Kinder haben ja freilich auch leibliche Beditrfnijfe, fie bedürfen der 
Nahrung und Pflege, bedürfen weltliher Kenntnijje und Willenfchaften, 
um fpäter in einem irdifden Beruf fich als nüslihe Weltbürger zu er= 
mweifen. Das fol ihnen auch nicht vorenthalten werden. Auch da tit e3 
Gottes Wille und Gebot, daß wir ihnen das Beite darreiden, was zu 
erreichen ijt. Auch das gefchieht in einer Hriftlihen Gemeindefchule, und 
zwar, vie die Erfahrung lehrt, ebenjo gut wie in den religtonslojen 
Staatsfgulen. Aber der Segen, den das Amt eines Gemeindefchul- 
lehrer8 bringt, ift weit größer. Was hilft alle menfchlihe Klugheit, 
ipenn e3 an der rechten Erfenntnis des Wortes Gottes fehlt? Menfjch- 
fiche Klugheit ohne diefe göttliche Weisheit fann uns nur nüßen für 
Diejes Leben. Sie fann uns helfen, daß wir irdifde Schäbe fammeln, 
dat fir reich werden in diefer Welt. Aber was hülfe es dem Menfchen, 
fwenn er die ganze Welt geivönne und nahme dock Schaden an feiner 
Seele? Oder was fann der Menjch geben, welche irdifden Schäße find 
twertboll genug, daß er ferne Seele wieder erlöfe? WMenfdliche Weisheit 
fann uns dazu helfen, uns angenehme Tage nad) dem Fleiich hier auf 
Erden zu bereiten. Aber was hilft ein angenehmes Leben, das fo fchnell 
dahinihiwindet? Was Hilft es, daß man hier alle Tage herrlich und in 
Freuden lebt, wenn man nach furgem Traum erwacht in der Holle und 
in der Qual, wo auch nicht ein Tröpflein Waller die brennende Pein 
Iindern wird? Weltliche Weisheit fann uns helfen, Ehre, Ruhm und 
Anfehen vor der Welt zu erlangen, aber twas hilft die Höchjte menfchliche 
Ehre, wenn twir einjt im leßten Gericht vor Gott und feinen Engeln mit 
Schanden beftehen? 3 ijt darum gemwißlich wahr, was der Apoftel 
Paulus jagt: Chriftum liebhaben, ijt viel beffer als alles Wiljen, und 


46 Reichenrede über Soh. 11, 11. 


der Pfalmift: „Die Furcht des HErrn ijt der Weisheit Anfang. Das ijt 
eine feine Mlugheit, wer danach tut, des Lob bleibet etwiglich.” Diefe 
himmlische Weisheit zu lehren, die Furcht des HErrn in die Herzen der 
Kinder zu pflanzen und fie darin gu erhalten, die Kinder zu Gott zu 
meifen, das ift Das Amt eines futherifchen Gemeindefhhullehrers, darin 
beiteht der eigentliche Endzwed, weshalb wir unfere Gemeindejchulen 
qriinden und pflegen. Wahrlich, menfhlide Worte reichen nicht hin, die 
Größe des Segens zu befchreiben, der hier gejtiftet wird. 

Mu nicht einem chriftlichen Lehrer bei diefer Erwägung fein foit- 
Yiches Amt fo hoch über allen weltlichen ‚Berufen ftehen, daß er jich 
- glitclich fehabt, feinem Gott darin zu dienen? Wird ihm der Gegen, 
der durch fein Amt unter Gottes Walten gejtiftet wird, nicht biel mehr 
gelten, al3 daß er vielleicht in einem andern Beruf viel größeren Geld- 
gewinn erlangen finnte? Wohlan, mein lieber Sohn, fo tritt denn mit 
fröhlidem Herzen das Amt an, dazu du berufen worden bijt. Weife die 
dir andertrauten Minder zu ihrem Gott und Heiland, weide die Schäflein 
Ehrifti auf der grünen ue feines feligmachenden Worts. Und ihr, ihr 
Glieder der hiefigen Gemeinde, achtet die Lehrer eurer Schule als eine 
fegensreihe Gabe unfers Gottes hoch und wert. Crieiit eure Liebe 
und Hohdadtung gegen diefelben dadurd, daß ihr fie nicht bloß im 
Sedifehen reichlich verjorgt, jondern vor allem dadurd, daß ihr ihnen alle 
eure jchulpflichtigen Kinder anvertraut und fie anhaltet, daß jie mit herz= 
Tiger Liebe und Hohachtung zu ihren Lehrern auffehen. Dann wird es 
an Gottes Segen nicht fehlen. Cure Schule wird wachjen und gedeihen 
und fich als eine reichgejegnete Pflanzitätte im Neich unfer3 Heilandes 
eriveifen. Das verleihe Gott um feiner Barmderzigfeit willen! Amen. 


or. Brunn. 
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neurwahr, du bijt ein berborgener Gott!” diefe Worte des Broz 
pheten Sejatas famen mir in den Sinn, als die Trauerbotfhaft bon dem 
ploblicen Abicheiden des Herrn Mt. M., meines geliebten Freundes, mir 
überbracht wurde. Whnliche Gedanken werden fich in euren Herzen ge- 
regt haben, als fich die Kunde von dem Tode des Gatten, des Vaters, 
de3 Bruders, des Seelforgers und eures Freundes verbreitete. Wider 
Erwarten jehnell Hat der Entfehlafene feinen Wanders und Hirtenitab 
niederlegen und Feierabend machen müffen. Darüber find unfere Her- 
zen boller Trauerns worden. Warum, HErx, haft du unfern Freund, 
der nach unferm Dafürhalten feiner Familie und Gemeinde noch itber- 
aus nötig war, fo jchnell und fo früh aus der Welt hHinweggenommen? 
fragen tvir heute in banger Gorge. Darauf erhalten wir nur die Antz 
wort, die SEfus einjt Petro bei der Fubtvafdhung gab: „Was ich tue, 
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das weißt du jebt nicht, du twirjt’s aber hernach erfahren.“ Damit 
miijjen wir uns heute zufrieden geben und alles andere der Weisheit des 
HEren anheimftellen. Bleiben uns feine Wege, die er mit uns gebt, 
auch jest verborgen, fo fommt doch einmal die Beit, da fie uns geoffen- 
bart werden. Wenn wir im himmlischen Lichte bor feinem Throne 
ftehen, dann werden wir ihn erfennen, wie wir bon ihm erfannt find, 
dann wird auch das Dunfle in unfern Wegen erleuchtet fein, und iwir 
werden veritehen, dat die Wege unjers Gottes mit uns nur Wege der 
Liebe und des Friedens waren. Damit trojtet euch, ihr Hinterbliebenen! 
Ergebt euch in Gottes Willen und jpredht: „Was Gott tut, das ift wohl» 
getan“ ufiv. 

Das fonnt ihr um fo freudiger tun, weil ihr wikt, daß der Ent- 
ichlafene nicht nur unfer Freund, fondern auch ein Freund IEju war. 
In feiner Kindheit wurde er durch die heilige Taufe in SEfu Reich aufz 
genommen. In der chrijtlicden Schule lernte er JCfum, feinen Heiland, 
fennen und lieben. Seine Liebe zu ihm bewegte ihn, jich dem Studium 
der Theologie zu widmen und fich auf das heilige Predigtamt vorzu- 
bereiten. Nach Vollendung fetner Studien übernahm er dann das Amt, 
das die Verföhnung predigt. Cinunddreißig Jahre lang durfte er dem 
HExrrn in diejem Amte dienen. Während diefer Beit erzeigte er fich in 
feinem Glauben3- und Amtsleben jtet3 als ein Freund IECfu, Mit 
feinen Wunden teöjtete er fih in aller Sünden- und Erdennot, nach 
feinem Worte richtete er feinen Wandel ein, für ihn war er bereit, fein 
Beites hinzugeben. BDEfus war der Kern und der Stern aller feiner 
Predigten. EC twar fein Wunjdh, daß feine Zuhörer die Breite und die 
Lange, die Tiefe und die Höhe des großen Erlöfungswerfes Chrifti er= 
fennen und ihn über alles in der Welt feben möchten. Darum wurde 
er nicht müde, ihnen SEfum in feiner ganzen Süßigfeit immer wieder 
vor die Seele zu malen. 

Und da Chrijtus fein Leben war, fo itt nun Sterben fein Gewinn. 
8 ijt wahr, er ijt plößlich gejtorben, aber nicht jeder plößlihe Tod ijt 
ein unfeliger Tod. Wer im Glauben an JCfum ftebt, der jtirbt, tie, 
too und wann er ftirbt, nie zu früh, fondern immer felig. Sein Tod 
ijt eigentlich fein Tod, fondern nur ein Ausgang aus diefer böfen Welt 
und ein Eingang in Die Freude des etvigen Lebens. So verhält es fich 
auch mit dem Tode unfers entichlafenen Freundes. Er ijt nicht tot, 
fondern er jhläft. Auf ihn pajfen fo recht die Worte YCfu: „Lazarus, 
unjer Freund, jchläft.“ über diefe Worte laßt mich zu eurem Trofte 
jet zu euch reden und euch zeigen, twas fie uns Hinjichtlich des Todes 
diefes entichlafenen Bruders und Freundes jagen. Gie zeigen uns: 

1. daß er bon den Mühen diefes Lebens ruht, 

2. daß er feiner Seele nad vor Gott lebt, und 


3. daß der HErr ihn einst aufweden und ihn in 
die bHimmlifhhe Ruhe aufnehmen wird. 
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, Orr, fiehe, den du Tiebhait, der Tiegt franfl” fo Tiefen einit 
Martha und Maria, die mit ihrem Bruder Lazarus in Bethanien im 
Lande Yudaa wohnten, SEfu, der fich mit feinen Süngern jenfeit3 des 
Sordans befand, durch einen Boten fagen. WS diefe Trauerbotfchaft 
SEju iiberbracdht wurde, fprach er zu feinen Süngern: „Die Krankheit 
ift nicht zum Tode, fondern zur Ehre Gottes, dak der Sohn Gottes da- 
Durch geehrt werde.“ Bei Tage lang blieb SEfus dann nod an jenem 
Orte. Das war feinen Süngern fehr angenehm, denn fie wollten nicht, 
dak IECfus wieder nah Judäa zurüdfehre, weil fie befiirchteten, daß er 
-dafelbit bon den Oberjten der Juden umgebracht werden würde. Aber 
SEjus fircehtete fich nicht vor dem Born der Juden. Mach zwei Tagen 
fprach er zu feinen Süngern: „Lazarus, unfer Freund, fdlaft; aber ich 
gebe Hin, daß ich ihn aufiwede.“ Die Sünger veritanden diefe Worte 
anfangs anders, al8 fie gemeint waren. Sie glaubten, SEjus rede bon 
dem natiirlichen Schlaf ihres Freundes. Sie fprachen daher: „Herr, 
jchlaft er, fo wird’S beifer mit ihm.” Gie wollten fagen: Wenn fid 
der Schlaf bet unferm Freunde eingeitellt hat, was auf Beilerung 
ichliegen läßt, fo haft du um fo weniger Grund, nad Nudaa zurüdgus 
fehren; Deine Wntvefenheit wird in Vethanien nicht mehr nötig fein. 
Doh nun fagte SEjus feinen Süngern frei heraus: „Lazarus, unfer 
Freund, ijt gejtorben.” Und darauf traf er Borfehrungen, um hin 
zugehen und ihn aufzumweden. SEfus mollte durch die Auferwekung 
des Lazarus feine Herrlichkeit offenbaren und feine Sünger im Glauben 
ftarfen. 

Fur uns ijt hier bon Wichtigfeit, daB GYEfus den Tod feiner 
Freunde, den Tod feiner Gläubigen, einen Schlaf nennt. Das ift er 
in Wahrheit. Zwifden dem Tode der Gläubigen und dem Schlafe der 
Menfdhen beiteht eine große Ihnlichkeit. Am Schlafe ruhen die Men= 
{den bon den Mühen und Lajten des Tages. Seht, wie friedlich ruht 
jenes Kindlein, das den Tag über jih müde gelaufen hat, des Abends 
im Gchope der Mutter! Wlickt Hin auf jenen Arbeiter, der nach des 
Tages Laft und Hike mit ausgetirectten Gliedern auf feinem Lager 
Yiegt und jchläftl Seine Augen find gejclojjen. Die Glieder feines 
Leibes find ausgefpannt. Gein Geijt merft nichts von dem Getöfe und 
Getümmel, das um ihn her vor fie) geht. Er Liegt da ganz in Frieden. 
Er rubt fich aus bon den Mühen des vollbrachten Tagetwerkes. 

Schnlich ijt e3 mit dem Tode der Gläubigen. Ihr Tod tft nur ein 
Schlaf. In ihrem Tode ruhen fie bon den Mühen diefes Lebens. Diefes 
Leben ijt ja, fettdem die Siimde ihren Einzug in die Welt gehalten hat, 
nichts anderes als Mühe und Arbeit. Wenn unfer Leben öftlich ge- 
tvefen tit, fo ijt’ Mühe und Arbeit gewefen. Weil der Acer uns Dornen 
und Difteln trägt, fo müfjen wir im Schiweiße unfers Angefidhts unfer 
Brot ejjen. Weil alles in der Welt murmftichig ift und nicht befriedigt, 
fo ijt e8, wie Strach jagt, ein elend, jammerlid Ding um aller Menz 
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fehen Leben, da ijt immer Sorge, Zurdt, Hoffnung und gulebt der Tod. 
Aber noch Schwerer und fummervoller als das Leben der Menfchen im 
allgemeinen tjt das Leben der Chrijten auf Erden. Gie haben noch ganz 
befondere Lajten und Leiden zu tragen. Sie miijfen JECfu das Kreuz 
nachtragen. Sie müfjen aus Liebe zu ihm der Welt und allem unz 
göttlichen Wejen in der Welt entfagen. Sie müfjen um feines Namens 
twillen jich hafjen, verfpotten und verfolgen lafjen. Aber die fchiwerfte 
Viirde auf Erden haben diejenigen zu tragen, die das Predigtamt, das 
fojtlichjte Amt, innehaben. Sie find Haushalter iiber Gottes Geheimz 
nijfe. Ihnen tit befohlen, Gottes Wort, Gefeb und Evangelium, recht 
zu teilen und jedem ihrer Zuhörer feine Gebühr zu geben. Sie miijfen 
über die ihnen anbefohlenen Seelen wachen und am Tage des Gerichts 
Rechenfdaft darüber ablegen. Bei der Verridtung aller diefer threr 
Amtspflihten werden fie oft jo müde, daß fie mit dem Propheten Elias 
feufzen: „&3 tft genug; fo nimm nun, HErr, meine Seele!“ 

Bon diefen Mühen des menjhliden Lebens, des Chrijtenjtandes 
und des Bredigtamtes hat auch der Cntfdlafene fein Teil zu tragen 
gehabt. Cr hat in feiner Kindheit Armut und Not gefehen. Gr hat als 
Pionier auf berjdhtedenen Miffionsfeldern unferer Synode fich müde 
laufen, fahren und predigen müfjfen. Cr hat al3 Seelforger diefer Ge-z 
meinde Dur Predigen, Lehren, Crmahnen, Warnen, Troften, Beten, 
Wachen und Kämpfen jeine Kräfte verzehrt. Cr hat mit dem Teufel 
und mit jeinem Fleifde manden Strauß zu bejtehen gehabt. Cr hat 
aud den Spott der Welt erfahren und mit feinem Heiland Schmach 
leiden miifjen. 

Dod num ruht er von den Mühen und Arbeiten diefes Lebens. 
Gein Gott hat ihn durch feinen Tod fchlafen gelegt. Seine Augen und 
Lippen find gefchloffen. Sein Herz hat aufgehört zu fchlagen. Gein 
Geift ijt aller Anjtrengung überhoben. Ya, unfer Freund fhläftl Ihm 
ijt widerfahren, twas der Engel dem Johannes im Geifte zeigte, als er 
fprad: „Schreibe: Selig find die Toten, die in dem HErrn fterben 
bon nun anz ja, der Geiit Spricht, daß fie ruhen von ihrer Arbeit, denn 
ihre Werfe folgen ihnen nad.” Darum betrauert feinen frühen und 
ploblicjen Tod nicht! Freut euch vielmehr, dak er ausgelitten und 
ausgeftritten hat und bon den Laften, Leiden und Plagen diefes Lebens 
erlöit ijt! 

2. 

Dod in den Worten FEju: „Lazarus, unfer Freund Ichläft“, liegt 
noch mehr. Der Tod der Gläubigen, der Freunde FCfu, hat noch nach 
einer amdern Seite hin whnlichfeit mit dem Schlafe der Menfden. Die 
Gläubigen Schlafen im Tode nur dem Leibe nad), der Seele nach aber 
leben fie vor Gott. Blieft nochmals hin auf jenen Schlafenden! Dort 
Yiegt er auf feinem Lager in füßer Auhel Seine Augen find gefchloffen. 
Seine Ohren vernehmen feinen Lärm. Seine Glieder regen und bez 
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wegen fic) nicht. Cr fcheint tot zu fein. Aber er ift in Wirklichfeit 
nicht tot. Gx fehlaft nur. Seine Seele lebt in ihm, während er jchläft, 
nur offenbart jie ihre Tätigfeit nicht, twie fie das bei einem Menfchen in 
mwachendem Zuftande tut. 

Shnlich tft e8 mit dent Tode der Gläubigen, aber auch nur der 
Gläubigen. Für alle Ungläubigen ijt thr Tod ein mwirflicher Tod. Gie 
fterben, wenn fie fterben, fotvoh! dem Leibe als auch der Seele nad). 
Shre Seele geht in der Stunde des Todes in den ewigen Tod, in ewige 
Qual und Bein. She Tod bringt ihnen Trennung bon den Whrigen, 
Trennung von allem Srdifchen, Trennung von Gott und allem Guten. 
Wenn fie ihren Lieben in der Stunde des Todes die Hand zum Ab- 
{died reichen, jo heißt das: Auf Nimmeriviederfehen! 

Anders ijt e3 mit dem Tode der Gläubigen. Wohl tritt in der 
Stunde ihres Todes um der Siinde willen eine, zeitiveilige Trennung 
auch ziifchen ihrem Leibe und ihrer Seele ein, aber weil jie im Glauben 
an SEfum stehen und im Glauben an ihn fterben, fo jtirbt nur ihr Leib, 
ihre Seele dagegen lebt fort in alle Cwigfeit vor Gott. Chrijtus hat 
nämlich mit feinem Tode unjerın Tode die Macht genommen und Leben 
und undergängliches Wefen ans Licht gebracht. Wer nun an ihn glaubt, 
der wird leben, ob er gleich ftiirbe, und wer da lebt und glaubt an ihn, 
der wird nimmermehr jterben. Darum fagt die Schrift bon denen, die 
im Glauben an SEfum gejtorben find, daß jie fchlafen. So jpricht 
SEfus in unferm Texte: „Lazarus, unfer Freund, Ichläft.“ So fpracdh 
er bon dem beritorbenen Töchterlein des Oberjten Jairus: „Das Mägd- 
fein ijt nicht tot, fondern es jchläft.“ Und der Apojtel Paulus jchreibt 
an die Lheffalonicjer bon ihren in Chrifto verjtorbenen Lieben: „Wir 
wollen euch nicht verhalten von denen, die da jchlafen, auf daß ihr nicht 
traurig feid wie Die andern, die feine Hoffnung haben.” 

So verhält e3 jich auch mit dem verftorbenen Gatten, Vater, Bruder 
und Freund hier bor uns. Er jehlaft nur dem Leibe nach, aber feiner 
Seele nach lebt er vor Gott. Geine Seele ift in der Stunde des Todes 
bon den Engeln heimgetragen worden in Abrahams Schoß. Dort 
wandelt fie jon auf den Straßen der Stadt mit den goldenen Gajfen. 
Dort {haut fie {hon das fiipe, felige Licht. Dort genießt fie fehon unz 
gejtörten Frieden. hr ift fehon das Los gefallen aufs Liebliche, ihr fit 
ein fon Exrbteil worden. Darum gönnt der Seele des Entfchlafenen 
die Ruhe, von der wir fingen: Nuh’ Muh’, Himmlifche Ruh’, im Schoße 
des Mittlers, ich eile dir zul Ya, eilt ihr zul Hebt eure Häupter auf 
und fprecht: 

Wh, Flügel her! Wir miiffen eilen 
Und uns nicht linger hier vertweilen; 
Dort wartet fehon die frohe Schar. 
Sort, fort, mein Geift, zum ZJubilieren! 
Auf, gürte dich zum Triumphieren! 

Auf, auf, es fommt das Rubhejahr! 
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3. 

Endlih Tiegt in den Worten IEfu: „Lazarus, unfer Freund, 
flat”, noch eine wichtige Wahrheit. Auf den Schlaf der Menfchen 
folgt der Regel nach ein Erwachen. Dringt des Morgens an das Ohr 
eines Schlafenden der Ruf: Stehe auf! fo erhebt er fich erfrifcht und 
geitärft von feinem Lager, reibt fic) den Schlaf aus den Mugen und 
jieht Dem neuen Tage entgegen. 

Ähnlich ijt e3 mit dem Tode der Gläubigen. Ihre verftorbenen 
Leiber jchlafen in ihren Grabesfammern nur auf längere oder fürzere 
Zeit. Engel halten Wacht an ihren Grabjtatten, damit ihre Gebeine 
in Frieden ruhen mögen. Chrijti nie fehlafendes Auge ruht auf ihnen, 
denn er hat alle ihre Namen in fein Buch gefchrieben. | Und endlich 
fommt für fie der große Auferjtehungsmorgen. Dann erjeheint Chri- 
ftus, thr HErr, in den Wolfen mit großer Kraft und Herrlichfeit, um 
jie aufzumeden. 

© das iwird ein großer, eier Tag, ein Tag des Bubelns, 
Sauchzens und Frohlocdens werden! Wie Lagarus auf Chrijti Befehl, 
gebunden mit Grabtiichern, aus feinem Grabe zu einem neuen Leben 
hervorging, jo werden dann auf Ehrifti allmachtiqes Wort alle, die in 
den Gräbern fchlafen liegen, hervorgehen, die da Gutes getan haben, zur 
Auferftehung des Lebens, die aber Übel3 getan haben, zur Auferitehung 
des Gerichts. Wie IEjus den aufermwecten Lazarus feinen Schweftern 
wiedergab, jo wird er dann unfere in ihm entjchlafenen Lieben uns 
wiedergeben. Er wird dann ihren Leib und unfern Leib ähnlich machen 
feinem verflärten Leibe und wird uns aufnehmen in das Reich, das er 
in feiner großen Liebe un bereitet hat. Er wird uns zurufen: „Kommet 
ber, ihr Gefegneten meines Vaters, ererbet das Neich, das euch be- 
reitet ijt bon Anbeginn der Welt.“ Und find wir dann eingegangen in 
unfere Himmliihe Heimat, fo wird ein Freudenleben unter uns anz 
fangen, jo daß ung fein wird wie den Traumenden. Ja, 

Dort wird man Freudengarben bringen, 
Denn unfre Tränenfaat ift aus. 

© welch ein Jubel wird erklingen 

Und füher Ton im Baterhaus! 

Schmerz, Seufzen, Leid wird ferne weichen, 
(8 wird fein Tod uns mehr erreichen; 
Wir werden unfern König febhn, 

Er wird am Brunnquell uns erfrifchen, 
Die Tränen von den Augen wifchen; 

Wer weiß, was fonft noch wird gefchehn! 

Diefer felige Auferftehungsmorgen fteht auch unjerm entfchlafenen 
Freunde, weil er ein Freund FEfu war, bevor. Der HErr wird jenen 
Leib, den wir heute dem Schoße der Erde anvertrauen, cinft aus der 
Erde auferiwecen und verflären, wird feine Seele mit feinem Leibe 
wieder vereinigen und wird ihn aufnehmen in fein hHimmlifches Reich. 
Dort wird er e3 dann in alle Ewigfeit gut haben. Dort wird er gefrönt 
werden mit der unberganglidjen Krone des Lebens; denn die viele zur 
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Gerechtigkeit gemwiefen haben, werden leuchten wie der Sonne und der 
Sterne Glanz immer-und ewigli. Dort wird er die Palmen des 
eivigen Gieges in feiner Hand tragen und wird an dem lebendigen 
Wafferbrunnen mit Freude und Wolluft getränft werden als mit einem 
Strom. Wergeht deshalb euren Schmerz über feinen plobliden und 
frühen Tod und danft Gott vielmehr, daß er e3 mit ihm und in feinem 
Leben fo ivohl gemacht hat! 

Doh fein Gedächtnis bleibe bet uns allen in Ehren! Ihr lieben’ 
Angehdrigen des Ent{dhlafenen, bergekt nicht, was der Gatte und Vater 
in Wort und Wandel euch vorgelebt hat! Hätte er euch noch ein Wort 
des Whfchieds zurufen fonnen, fo wäre es getwiplich Das Wort getwefen, 
Das der fterbende Safob einst feinen Söhnen fagte, da er jprad: „Siehe, 
ich jterbe, und Gott wird mit euch fein!“ 3 ijt nicht zu leugnen, ihr 
habt in dem Entjchlafenen einen teuren Schab verloren, aber ihr habt 
euren Gott nicht verloren. Er ijt und wird mit euch jein. Cr wird fich 
al3 euer Vater und Bejchiiber erweifen. Vertraut nur feinen Wunder- 
wegen, fie enden in lauter Lieb’ und Segen! Und ihr, thr veriwatiten 
Glieder diefer Gemeinde, vergeßt nicht, was euer verblichener Seelforger 
euch bon Ddiejer Kanzel ein und abermal ans Herz gelegt hat! Lat 
eu niemand und nichts euren Heiland rauben! Laßt ihn, den der 
Entfdlafene euch bis an feinen Tod gepredigt hat, euren Leititern in 
eurem Leben, Leiden und Sterben fein! Ya, laßt uns alle allein SEfu 
anhangen; denn ohne ihn gibt es feinen reiten Glauben, fein frommes 
Leben, fein feliges Sterben und feine frobliche Auferftehung zu einem 
unbergangliden Leben. Das helfe der HErr in Gnaden! "Amen. 

er. 8%. Selle. 


Funeral Sermon. 
1 Cor. 15,19. 20. 


BELovED MOURNERS: — ‘ 

That which we have been expecting for some time has come to 
pass. We noticed that Mr. B——’s strength was slowly ebbing away. 
On Tuesday afternoon he peacefully fell asleep in Christ. 

Asleep in Jesus! Blessed sleep, 

From which none ever wakes to weep; 
A calm and undisturbed repose, 
Unbroken by the last of. foes. 

The deceased brother attained the age of 63 years, 1 month, and 
18 days. It was in the German fatherland, in the Rheinpfalz, that 
he first saw the light of this world; there he also spent his childhood 
and youth. In 1866, as a young man of twenty-two years, all alone 
he came to our country; here he found a home among kind friends. 
By industry and frugality he soon saved enough money to bring over 
his widowed mother, sister, and brother. In those years he was the 
mainstay and only support of the family. 
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In 1877 he entered into the bonds of matrimony with Miss L—— 
E——, a happy union, which now his death has broken, as his wife 
survives him. No children have sprung from this union, but both 
he and his wife were great lovers of children, and in more than one 
case acted as father and mother to the children of others. For the 
last twenty-five years he lived here in our community in R——. He 
was interested in the founding of the German Lutheran Sunday-school 
here and worked zealously for the building of a house of worship. 

Death makes us thoughful and tender. In the loss of our dear 
ones we recognize their virtues and their graces more clearly than at 
any other time. What was specially noteworthy in the character of our 
departed brother? I know you will all agree with me when I say that 
it was a liberal, hospitable spirit, a strict integrity and uprightness of 
life. To many a one he extended a helping hand and gave aid in time 
of need and trouble. His table nearly always had guests, and there 
are few of us who have not enjoyed his hospitality. He was a liberal 
giver for good causes. The other strong trait in him was his strict 
honesty and integrity, a trait which is very characteristic of our older 
Germans. He did not want a cent that did not belong to him. He 
would have nothing to do with those whose lives were not pure or 
whose dealings were not honest. 

We, however, have come this afternoon, not simply to take one 
more last look at a beloved face and to review the life and character 
of one whose earthly pilgrimage has come to an end, but mainly to 
comfort our bereaved hearts and sorrowing souls with the Word of 
life and the message of hope. Let us, then, open our hearts to the 
heavenly light, to the divine comfort, and to the glorious hope, which 
streams upon us from the words of the text. 

The key-note of the Apostle’s words is hope. Sad and wailing is 
life’s song if this note is not heard amidst the changes, the struggles, 
the conflicts, the losses, and crosses of our mortal existence. Hope is 
the cordial of the human heart. But the hopes which humankind 
cherishes are often false, unfounded dreams. The source and main- 
spring of our hopes is Christ, our Savior; they center and converge 
in Him. Even the hope which men and women have in Christ is often 
erroneous and false. Their hope in Christ pertains simply to this 
present life. They regard Him simply as a noble example, a perfect 
teacher, whose life and words inspire men with the highest ideals and 
are a powerful influence to lead humankind out of sin, selfishness, 
hatred, vice to a higher plane of morality, virtue, and goodness. But 
their hope in Christ does not go beyond this mortal world. Now the 
Apostle St. Paul says in our text: “If in this life only we have hope 
in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.” This seems a hard 
judgment, an extreme statement, and yet it is true. 

The perfect life of Christ, His high moral and spiritual teachings 
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cause the sinfulness and degradation of mankind to look but the 
darker. As we compare our own life and conduct with His, we rec- 
ognize the great disparity which exists between Him and us,/jand we 
are overwhelmed with the sense of our own sinfulness and deficiency, 
and we feel more miserable than we ever did before. It is when the 
artist compares his own productions with the great masterpieces that 
he recognizes the littleness and the faults of his own work most; it 
is when the musician hears some great virtuoso that he sees the 
deficiencies of his own playing most. And in the presence of the 
divine Masterpiece, Jesus Christ, we are overwhelmed with our own 
sinfulness, and a sense of misery and fear fills our souls; and we are, 
as the Apostle says, of all men most miserable. 

Furthermore the Christian faith involves sacrifice, the cruci- 
fying of the flesh, the refraining from sinful transactions in life, 
often the scorn and the persecution of men, and sometimes loss of 
worldly advantages and even of life itself; if we suffer all this for 
One in whom we have hope only in this life and with no expectations 
beyond, we are indeed of all men most miserable, we deserve the pity 
of our fellow-men. But we have hope in Christ both in regard to 
this life, and also in regard to the life to come, and therefore we are 
of all men most blessed. 

While we, indeed, revere the noble example, esteem the greatness 
of the teachings, and adore the perfect life of Christ, that, however, 
which is most precious to us is the fact that He is the gracious Savior 
and the divine Redeemer of sinful and lost humanity,; that in Him 
we find forgiveness of our sins, strength in our weakness, comfort in 
our sorrow, hope in our death. Only those who know Christ thus 
experience His love, His consolation, His power; and their hope in 
Him goes beyond this present life. 

As the Savior and Redeemer of a world lost in sin and evil our 
departed brother learned to know Him from his youth, and during 
the past two years of his illness, learned to know Him still better. 
It was in Christ and His redeeming work that he trusted alone and 
found heavenly comfort, peace of soul, and the hope of eternal life 
with God. In the sight of God we are all lost sinful creatures, how- 
ever many and great our virtues and our deeds may be in the eyes 
of men. 

Merit lives from man to man, 
But not from man, O Lord, to Thee. 
Tennyson. 

In Christ, however, we become God’s children, and there is for- 
giveness of sins, life, and salvation. What Christ and His Word 
were to him in his last illness, the light, the comfort, the strength, 
the hope that they gave him, he manifested in many ways. Late on 
the afternoon of the day preceding his death, he seemed asleep, but 
as soon as I began to pray, he recognized my voice and pointed his 
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thin, weak finger to the Bible on the bureau. He was anxious for 
a drink of the water of life to refresh his weary heart and thirsty soul. 

The Master has now called him away and taken him to the life 
beyond, to the mansions of the Father above. And this is not a de- 
lusion of our own, a fond dream, but a certain hope resting upon the 
infallible word of our divine Redeemer, and assured to us by Christ’s 
own resurrection from the dead. The Apostle calls. Christ the first- 
fruits of the dead, which precede the great harvest. He is but the first 
of-a glorious army which is to follow. Christ’s resurrection is the 
pledge of our own and of life eternal for all believers. “Because 
I live,” says our Savior, “ye shall live also.” 

While indeed willing and ready to die, the desire to live, which 
is innate in us all, manifested itself at times. Several weeks before 
his death he expressed the wish that he might see the spring once 
more, when the earth puts on her pleasant garment of green, the trees 
send forth their tender leaves, and the blossoms fill the air with their 
sweet perfume, the time when the singing of birds is again heard 
in our land. This wish has been fulfilled in a better way, an eternal 
spring has dawned for him in the land beyond the setting sun; there 
balmy breezes ever blow, there fragrant flowers in fadeless splendor 
glow; there the power of a new life now fills his immortal being; 
there the rapture of the heavenly country now thrills his re- 
deemed soul. 

Paradise! Paradise! 

Fairest fruits delight our eyes, 
Where the Tree of Life is planted, 
Bliss beyond our dreams is granted: 
Bring us, Lord, to Paradise! —Knak. 

Let us, then, in this sad hour of bereavement find comfort in 
Him who said, “Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest”; let us find hope in Him who said, “I'am 
the Resurrection and the Life; . .. whosoever believeth in Me shall 
never die.” J. FREDERIC WENCHEL. 
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II. “Is It I?” 
Mark 14, 19. 


There seems to have been a total absence of suspicion as to Judas. 
When Jesus had said, “One of you shall betray Me,” no eye turned 
on him. He appeared as unlikely to be contemplating the crime as 
any one of them. 

Before this, Christ had intimated there was a hypocrite among 


* Based on a series of texts less commonly treated. 
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them; for when He had washed their feet, He said, “Ye are clean, but 
not all.” So they had time for reflection, yet it does not appear they 
suspected Judas Iscariot. 

I have no doubt that the traitor stood high in their estimation. 
Many things indicate as much. a. He had uniformly adhered to 
Christ since his call to the apostleship. b. There was no stain on his 
character. c. He had successfully preached Christ, and healed the 
sick, and cast out devils. d. He had professed great concern for 
the poor. 

Most skilfully had he dissembled; and at that moment when his 
diabolical purpose was settled, he too asked, “Is it 1?” 

Is it not generally so? The men who dishonor Christ most are 
those who have been least suspected. How often we hear the ex- 
pression, “He is the last man I should have judged,” after the recital 
of a grievous departure from God. 

On the other hand, how seldom they fall who are ever professing 
their weakness and admitting their infirmities,—the great secret 
being their sense of danger leads them to trust not in self, but in 
God alone. 

1. This is the language of surprise. 

a. It was indeed surprising that any one should betray Christ; 
for all who had it in their power were most indebted to Him. The 
bond of gratitude has been known to check the most perfidious. 

b. Still more surprising was the fact that the traitor should be 
one of themselves. Already they all had borne opprobrium for Jesus. 
As Peter said, “Lo! we have left all” Yet viewed in the light of 
history it was no singular fact. Christ had said, “A man’s foes,” ete. 
It has been so from the beginning: — Lucifer, Cain, the brethren of 
Joseph, Miriam and Aaron, Absalom. 

ce. It was surprising at such a time. When Christ was weighed 
down with dark forebodings and bitter griefs; it was enough to have 
melted a rock to see Him then. John felt for his Master so intensely, 
that with yearning love he leaned upon the bosom whose anguish he 
could not understand, and sought by every gesture of love to soothe 
his troubled Lord; and Peter, with manly indignation at the thought 
of His foes, burned to defend Him. 

2. Of self-distrust. 

This tone of humility may be traced to the lesson Christ had 
given them but a few hours before, when they were debating as to 
who should be greatest. No man has really learned the lesson Christ 
teaches who is self-confident. 

The lips which are too proud to say, “Is it 1?” are almost sure 
to give, sooner or later, the kiss of treachery. The man who says, 
“There is no fear of my falling; I am too experienced, I have too 
strong a purpose,” has already fallen. 
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. Dangers beset every part of the Christian life, but self-confidence 
is the peculiar danger of mature years. 

a. Consider the abundant reasons there are for distrusting self. 
There is no sin to which we are not liable; there is no sin to which 
we may not succumb if left to ourselves. You may have been chast 
all your life, yet fall into uncleanness; sober, yet become drunken. 
There is not one of us but Satan could tempt into any sin. In proof 
of this, let us think of men infinitely superior to ourselves. 

See Noah — chaste, devout, temperate for one hundred years amid 
the lascivious and debauched antediluvians. Yet we read of his sleep- 
ing the loathsome sleep of the drunkard. 

; See Moses — meek to a fault — with angry tones, crying, “Drink, 
ye rebels.” 

See David — the bright, pure, shepherd lad — sunk into the 
grossest immorality, murder, adultery, self-satisfaction. 

See Solomon — God’s Jedidiah — become the idolater, the las- 
civious libertine. 

See Peter. 

We must admit the humiliating fact that the gulf is very narrow 
which separates us from the outcasts of society; the felon, the mur- 
derer, is our brother; the prodigal, far away, is our near kinsman; 
and, if we shall say, “I shall never be moved,” he may take my place 
and I take his! 

b. The tendency or influence of this low estimate of self. At 
first it leads to an almost intolerable sense of insecurity. One solil- 
oquizes, “I love Christ with all my heart—so have many who have 
dishonored Him. My nature is as treacherous as my brother’s.” The 
thought is overpowering. He cries, “Oh, that life were finished! — 
oh, that heaven enclosed me!” then cries to Jesus for protection and 
help: he sees there is no hope in self, therefore he casts all his care 
on God. 

We are only safe as we trust to God. 

You may be very strong to-day. It may seem impossible for you 
to prove traitor, but it is possible. 

Judas was not always a traitor. See him in the first glow of his 
new-born ardor, and say to him, “When thy poor Master shall be over- 
borne with grief, thou wilt betray Him,” would he not cry, “Am I a 
dog that I should do this thing ?” 

Perhaps few of us outwardly will bear comparison with Judas in 
his best days. 

3. Of individual ancaiety. 

“Ts it 1?” How natural if they had looked each other in the face, 
and said, “Is it you?” We are always ready to suspect others—always 
ready to denounce them — and yet blind to our own sinfulness. 
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Like David, we wax angry at Nathan’s story; whereas, it is too 
often ourselves who are the offenders. f 

In conclusion. 

Some may be answering the question in deepest sorrow, “Lord, 
10.18.17 

Jesus died for all sins— sins against Himself as well as sins 
against God. 

In a figure we see the impossibility of a erucified Christ refusing 
any. On the cross His arms are nailed abroad; now, it is as im- 
possible for Him, in a Scriptural sense, to close them against any who 
come to Him in penitence as it was then in a physical sense. 


IV. Indifference. | 
Mart. 27, 36. 


“Sitting at the foot of the cross,” as we generally use the phrase, 
expresses the highest joy and the sweetest privilege of the Christian’s 
experience. It means adoring love going forth in gratitude to self- 
sacrificing love— human delight in divine compassion. So that as 
we read these words, almost involuntarily we picture a group of beings 
contemplating the dying Savior with streaming eyes and reveren- 
tial hearts. 

How different the reality! We think of this group with horror. 
They are coarse, brutal men — common executiohers. This was not 
(probably) the first execution at which they had carried into effect 
the capital punishment. They were used to the fearful scene. They 
have done their work; they have parted His garments; now they 
wait until the victims breathe their last. The scene is typical — 
wonderfully typical. These men represent a large portion of men, 
generally, in their spiritual relation to Jesus. 

1. What brought them there? 

It was not interest in the Sufferer, and I should say it was not 
hatred of Him. It was to them a matter of business — an engage- 
ment for which they were paid. No doubt the fame of Jesus, and the 
popular excitement, as shown at Golgotha, invested this execution 
with more than ordinary interest; but they could not have had resent- 
ment against Him, as had the Jews, albeit they joined with them in 
mocking. Such men would join in any popular demonstration with- 
out deep conviction. A class of men still watch Christ, for similar 
reasons, and with similar feelings. They constantly see Christ lifted 
up before them —listen to the story of His sufferings, because in some 
way it is to their interest to do so. 

The world accounts it a proper thing to attend the preaching of 
this Jesus. A man loses social status in the eyes of many if he 
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neglects churchgoing. Alas! for such. Little do they think of the 
heinousness of the crime of witnessing the sufferings of the Son of 
God with indifference, from mercenary motives. “It pays us,” thought 
these soldiers. “It pays,” thinks the worldling. Could you ask these 
men now — for we may hope that in answer to Christ’s prayer, they 
were saved — how would they express abhorrence at the hours spent 
in so callous a watching? 

2. What they saw and heard. 

I suspect the scene was very different from what painters have 
depicted. Instead of the lofty and imposing cross, I conceive it was 
a dwarfish and unsightly structure. This will appear when you con- 
sider the Savior had to bear it. It is true, He sank under it; but you 
must remember His weakness through fasting, sleeplessness, and 
mental agony. Several feet would be placed in the hole in which it 
stood; so, probably, it was but eight or ten feet high. 

The cross, too, stood where, doubtless, others had stood before — 
the place stained with blood, loathsome with its memories as a place 
of execution. There hangs your Savior, where slaves may have hung 
before. Oh! humiliation—verily, it was an accursed death. Passers-by 
could look into His face almost, and all could see the every expression 
of His countenance. 

These men saw all this — saw, indeed, and heard, everything we 
know, and much more of the external part of the crucifixion. Heard 
Him pray, groan, endure taunts — promise glory to the thief. 

In like manner we may paint, in glowing colors, the whole 
tragedy, and recount every incident, without moving the soul or in- 
fluencing the heart. Why were they — why are men now unmoved 
at this sight? 

a. They watched in the crowd. Men live in the crowd — forget 
their individual needs and dangers — merge themselves into the many. 
Enter into thy closet! Look on Him alone. Let your heart speak. 
You, alone, have to stand before God. 

b. They did not know the design of all this. It was simply a man 
suffering. They may have witnessed on the battlefield more harrow- 
ing spectacles. No wonder men can watch a suffering Savior un- 
moved if they lose sight of the fact of the exalted nature of the 
Sufferer, and the need they have of an interest in His: work. 

But some of you may be saying, “It is true we see Christ on the 
cross — we don’t feel moved by the spectacle; but if it be of the 
importance you say it is, we wish we were affected by the sight as 
you profess to be; but we can’t feel so.” I rejoice if this be the 
honest truth. I can show you how you may be all that Christians are. 
Kneel to God! tell him all this — ask for that Spirit who will guide 
you into all truth. 

I do not mean mere formal prayer; I mean going to God as 
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“a child — admitting ignorance — willing to leave everything in order 
to become wholly what God desires you to be. Ory, “Teach me Thy 
will, O God.” 


3. The interruption of the watching. 

After watching for a time, the eternal Father hid His divine Son 
in the extremity of His passion from the vulgar gaze. There was dark- 
ness from the sixth to the ninth hour. The darkness was in one way 
an aggravating circumstance of His grief — it left Him utterly con- 
scious of His abandonment. In another way, it was a relief. Grief 
craves solitude, so God drew the curtain of the night round His Be- 

-loved One. God’s darkness is often dreaded by us, but it is as merciful 
a dispensation as Calvary’s darkness. The watchers no longer mock 
— are no longer careless. Terror seizes them. They are convinced 
“He is the Son of God,” v.54. Thrice blessed, though thrice accursed 
were they. They crucified Him, and were the first to benefit by 
the deed. 

In like manner, a surprise awaits you who have heard of Jesus 
with indifference. You, too, will be convinced that He is the Son of 
God. Astounding events loom in the future. Christ comes again in 
power, but not in mercy! 


V. The Darkness. 
Marx 15, 33. 

For three hours darkness enveloped Calvary. 

1. This darkness invested the Crucifixion with greater solemnity. 

The Jews had striven in every way to destroy its solemnity. The 
leaders of the people feared lest the multitude, impressed with the 
memory of the kindness of the Savior in the past, and His patient and 
sublime demeanor then, should become filled with awe and regret. 
They therefore resorted to ridicule. “Let Him come down”; “He 
saved others,” let Him “save Himself,” was the burden of their jests. 

- No doubt they resorted to this conduct to drown the voice of their 
own conscience, 

All their efforts were in vain. A sudden, mysterious, awful 
shadow fell on them all, deepening into a darkness like that of 
midnight. 

2. This darkness veiled the intensest part of our Lord’s passion. 

A jesting, hard-hearted crowd were thus pronounced unworthy 
to witness His last agony. The Father drew near as His Son was 
about to drain the bitter cup of its last dregs, and as truly separated 
Him from His taunting enemies as if the cross had been removed to 
the remotest solitudes of the desert. Darkness was the thick veil 
which a gracious Father interposed between Jesus and this wicked 
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concourse, so that He might suffer uninterrupted. Thus the Scripture 
was fulfilled, that He should “tread the winepress alone.” The crowd 
saw His face no more, until it was bright with a triumph which could 
express itself in the ever memorable words, “It is finished.” 


3. This darkness contributed to our Lord’s woes. 


Not, indeed, so painfully as the ridicule of that assemblage from 
which it separated Him, yet it must, in some degree, have added to 
His horror. Human nature ever shrinks from darkness: it has a 
wonderful power over the strongest minds. Who fears to walk along 
the loneliest coast at noon? Who but fears to walk at midnight where 
solitude and darkness reign? To suffer —to be dying in the dark, all 
dread. Thus Jesus passed His last hours. And not till this horror - 
of darkness had fallen on Him, did He utter the most awful ery the 
universe has ever heard— the cry, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani.” 


4. This darkness symbolized His experience. 


As truly as physical darkness rested on the face of the earth, so 
spiritual darkness settled upon His soul. 

The face of the Father was hidden. It may be the glorious issues 
of His sufferings were eclipsed. He did not say, “Hast Thou for- 
saken Me?” or “Wilt Thou?” but “Why hast Thou?” It was a certain 
fact to Him. God had left Him, He was really abandoned. Yet, 
o mystery of mysteries, still could the Father say, “This is My be- 
loved Son.” For if He could say this of Him in the hour He was 
baptized with water, how much more emphatically could He say it 
when Jesus was baptized with blood? 

The darkness which hid Him from human gaze, reminds us of 
the isolation He experienced. He was an exile as well as the crucified. 
The earth at His birth had no room in the inn for Him, and now it 
has no room in the world for Him. They thrust Him out. This was 
the Lazarus, without the world’s gates, whose sores the very dogs re- 
fused to lick. 

5. This darkness was admonitory to His foes. 

This phenomenon must have had a marked and thrilling effect. 
There could not have been a more significant fact. Jews knew that 
such miraculous darkness had of old been sent in proof of Jehovah’s 
anger in Egypt. 

Think of its effects throughout the land. The interrupted meals, 
the travelers benighted at noon, the Temple service suspended. Did 
men turn their thoughts to Calvary, remembering that the Nazarene 
is being crucified ? 

Think of its effect at Golgotha. Now conscience stings like an 
adder. Men convulsively clutch each other’s hands, fearing vengeance 
will visit them. 
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One hour has passed. All is still dark. There they stand breath- 
less, hearing nothing but the groans of those crucified. 

Two hours have gone; the third is passing, as they consider what 
they may expect when the light returns. At length the sun shines out | 
again. As darkness flees, the blessed Angel of Victory comes crowning 
Messiah’s dying head. 
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Theological Monthly. Published by the Lutheran Synod of Missouri, 
Ohio, and Other States. Vol. I. Concordia Publishing House, 
St. Louis, Mo. Price of subscription, $3.00 per annum. 


G8 ift dies feine neue Beitfdrift, fondern unjer altes Theological Quarterly 
unter neuem Namen. Die BVierteljahrszeitfchrift ift in eine monatliche ver= 
wandelt. Tendenz und Charakter der Zeitfehrift bleiben diefelben. Das erfte 
Heft enthält zivei längere Artikel: “Confessionalism of the Missouri Synod” 
und “Organie Union of Protestantism”. “The Theological Observer” be 
{pricht die theologifchen und Firchlichen Zeitereigniffe, “Book Review” die Neu= 
erfdeinungen auf Fichlichem und theologifehem Gebiet. Möge Gott auch ferner 
* Diefe Seitfchrift mit feinem reichen Segen begleiten, und möge diefer Wechjel im 
Erfcheinen der Zeitfcehrift dazu bewegen, ihr recht viele neue Lefer zuzuführen, 
die fie wahrlich verdient! 


Schauet SEfu Herrlichkeit. Predigten über die neuen Eifenadher Evangelien 
der Sonn- und Fefttage des Kirchenjahrs: In Verbindung mit vielen 
Geiftlihen Ruffifdh-Polens herausgegeben bon P. R. Schmidt. Bu bez 
ziehen durd) Rev. Otto Engel, Randolph, Wis. Preis: geb.: $1.35. 


Evangelienpredigten Tiegen hier vor, Predigten über die Evangelien der 
fogenannten Eifenacher Perifopen, die auch in unferer Synode Eingang gefunden 
haben und bon manchen unjerer Paftoren als Predigtterte neben den altlirchlichen 
Perifopen benußt werden. Die Predigten haben verfchiedene Verfaffer und find 
daher auch nicht an Klarheit der Gedanfenausführung, der Dispofition uf. 
gleich, jondern fehr berfdjiedenartig. Aber foweit ich gefehen habe, fommen fie 
darin überein, daß fie ICjum als den Heiland und Erlöfer von Sündenfhuld 
und Sündenherrfchaft zeigen und verherrlichen. GM. 


Some By-Products of Missions. By Isaac Taylor Headland. Methodist 
Book Concern, New York. 323 pages, 51, X81,. 


Dr. Headland was for a number of years missionary in China, and 
it is mainly with reference to the development of China under Christian 
influence that he discusses his thesis: all of civilization and progress, 
traced back to a last analysis, is the result of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
as carried into the world by the missionaries. The effects of Christian 
missions on intellectual development, on music and art, trade and science, 
government and civic life are treated in these lively chapters, which, it 
appears, constitute a number of lectures given by the author in American 
centers. Dr, Headland is a tremendous talker and undoubtedly very inter- 
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esting on the platform. On the printed page his discussion of the By- 
“ products of Christian Missions does not stand up so well. It seems to us 
that the gist of this book could easily have been printed on fifty pages. 
The ephemeral character of the book is reflected in its conversational and, 
while lively and forceful, frequently ungrammatical style. The purpose 
of missions is fundamentally misconceived when Christianity is repre- 
sented as a “more comfortable, more direct, quicker, and more sure” way 
than any other religion (p. 195). The discussion of religious education 
promises a great deal and is very weak in fulfilment (chapter 11). 
Dr. Headland is an extreme unionist, all denominations looking alike to 
him (p. 204). His book may provide profitable reading for those who 
contemplate entering the China mission-field; as a discussion of missions 
in their relation to civilization it is a sore disappointment, G. 


The Truth about Christian Science. By Rev. James H. Snowden, D.D., 
LL. D., Professor of Systematic Theology in the Western Theological 
Seminary. Published by the Board of Publication of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. 313 pages, 5X73. Price, $2.40, net. 


This is the most recent criticism of Christian Science and one of the 
very best. The author is James H. Snowden, who has issued a number 
of doctrinal studies which represent, on the whole, a conservative trend 
of thought. In his book he presents a biography of Mrs. Eddy, traces 
the origin of her system of healing, analyzes her text-book, Science and 
Health, and discusses the peculiar teachings of Christian Science and 
the organization of the Christian Science Church. While the author an- 
nounces the intention to deal impartially with Mrs. Eddy and her cult, 
and while his treatment is, as a rule, dispassionate, he at times experiences 
a sentiment of moral revolt which is given vent in language of fiery in- 
dignation. For example: “Here is a woman in this enlightened day,, after 
the battle for obedience to the laws of health as against the outrageous 
and dreadful treatment of the body in the Dark Ages has been won at the 
cost of centuries of struggle with ignorance and superstition, who would 
throw overboard anatomy, physiology, hygiene, pathology, materia medica, 
and all the knowledge we ‘have gained that has banished pestilence and 
enabled us to heal and save thousands of men and women and children, 
and plunge the world back into the blackest night of savagery. ‘Realize 
the evidence of the senses is not to be accepted in the case of sickness 
any more than it is in the case of sin.’ "Look on your suffering dear one, 
mother, or wife, or darling child, however the beloved one may scream 
and writhe in agony, with a stony heart and never move a hand; for 
there is no suffering, and only your eyes and ears are telling you lies. 
What monsters of cold-blooded insensibility and cruelty can such a doc- 
trine make out of human beings! In numerous published and in unnum- 
bered unpublished instances Christian Science believers and practitioners 
have refused to accept the evidence of their senses, and have stood stol- 
idly by and let die the sick who might have been saved. No wonder that 
when these facts are known people stand aghast with horror at such in- 
humanity, and that the civil courts interfere to prevent it as a bar- 
barism.” The “Glossary” to Science and Health he terms “a conglomera- 
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tion of arrant nonsense and fatuous folly without a rival, so far as is “A 


known, in the English or any other language.” Concerning the name 
Christian Science he says: “If all the vocabularies of all languages had 


been ransacked for a name, two more inappropriate words could not have 
been found to be applied to this system; and it is a pity and scandal 


that two of the most significant and noblest words in the English tongue 
should have been prostituted to the ignoble use of naming this false re- 
ligion and scientific monstrosity.” Mrs. Eddy’s revision of the Lord’s 
Prayer is characterized thus: “That this illiterate and uncultivated and 
morbidly egotistical and madly presumptuous woman should dare to lay 
her vandal hands on these simple and noble words that fell from the lips 
of our Lord, and that in their lofty devotion and literary beauty are one 
of the most sacred and precious treasures of the world in every land and 
language, is a shame that Christian Scientists should blush to recognize 
and honor in their services.” 

Dr. Snowden has a vein of humor which occasionally brightens up 
these otherwise somber pages. Of Mrs. Eddy’s father it is said that he 
was a man of narrow mind and dogmatic temper, who “had a conscience 
that gave great trouble to his neighbors.” Of the various editions of 
Science and Health he says that the book evidently, for a number of years, 
“was in a state of flux, and its contents floated around within the covers 
in the most astonishing way.” HEddyists deny the reality of death, “yet 
die with unfailing regularity and total unanimity.” The Mother Church 
in Boston: “There is only one way of getting in, but thirteen ways of 
getting out by excommunication.” Dr. Foster Eddy served Mrs. Eddy 
well for a time, “but in time he was charged with being short in his ac- 
counts and with having conducted himself: improperly with a married 
woman, and Mrs. Eddy then sent him to Philadelphia to build up a church.” 

Dr. Snowden’s book is strong in historical analysis and literary criti- 
cism, but is weak on the doctrinal side. The antithesis to the doctrines 
of Scripture occupies comparatively little space, and the criticism here 
is far from being trenchant. Nor is the purpose of the work served by 
such admissions as these: “God can get some divine light to a sincere 
soul even through the dense, dark medium of an idol, and can get con- 
siderable light through the twilight of pagan faiths into humble souls. 
We do not and dare not restrict His grace and exclude it from any form 
or profession of worship. We wish to Christian Scientists all the blessing 
they can receive from their faith.” G. 


Evangelisk-Luthersk Folke-Kalender for Aaret efter Kristi Foedsel 
1921. 96 pages, 5, x7Y.. 
This neatly printed booklet is the calendar of our Norwegian brethren. 
It contains Norwegian stories, essays, and verse, and a clergy list. G. 


Physical Health and Recreation for Girls. By Mary B. Mowcey. 
82 pages, 5X714. Price, 60 cts.; postage, 5 cts. 
The busy pastor may be able to extract a few useful pointers for the 
conduct of his young ladies’ society, especially with reference to sports 
and outdoor games. G. 
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